Il8          THE   RISE   OF   ITALIAN   FASCISM
which went on after night had fallen. The infuriated
labourers butchered live stock and tore up plants, while
the fascists struck at the reds5 headquarters. The following
description appeared in the Popolo d"Italia of February 25 :
* After last night's events there is tremendous feeling
among the peasants. Many of them stayed in the town1
without waiting for a general strike to be proclaimed by
the officials of the Chamber of Labour, now burnt down.
Numerous groups of fascists and peasants are parading the
streets, outwardly calm., but ready to fly at each others3
throats at the first incident. There is an atmosphere of
suspense and it is feared that at any moment something
serious may happen. Armed bands roam the country-
side to hunt out the fascists. The troops sent are
already insufficient for keeping order inside the town
and it is impossible for them to patrol the country,
where the peasants are committing numerous acts of
reprisal. Armed squads of fascists arc engaged in ascer-
taining the state of the farms attacked by the socialists
and in avenging their relatives and friends/ and next
day: e Minervino Murge is still in a state of up-
heaval. A fierce struggle is being waged in the sur-
rounding country. To-night the Chamber of Labour
at Terlizzi was burnt down. There is bad news from
Conversano, where they are fighting in the streets with
hand-grenades. At Cerignola the leaguists have set fire
to the masseria belonging to the Caradonna brothers, who
are fascist leaders.'
But the police and the military intervened to help the
fascists' manoeuvres and defend them against reprisals, and
the struggle quickly became one-sided. Between March
and May the Chambers of Labour at Tarento, Bari, Gorato,
Andria, Barietta, etc. were reduced to charred ruins. The
fasci created their first6 economic * syndicates, the collective
labour agreements were torn up, and the landowners could
look forward once more to having their own way in the
hiring of agricultural labour. From now on they had a
terrible weapon with which to complete the destruction of
the free syndicates, for those who refused to leave them
1 Instead of going to their daily work on the masseria.